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StocRade Ghosts!

What goes on at the bottom of Washington Avenue?
Who is the folded blanket for?
Is it a ghost or spirit?

Find out on the Stockade Ghost Tour, starting on Friday, October
9th. Because of the tour's great popularity, the Schenectady Heritage
Area is doing it again for the fifth year. Join one of the several tours a
night, starting at 7:00pm, and then at half hour intervals. Held on Friday
evenings, October 9, 16, 23, and 30, all tours start at Clinton’s Ditch, 112
South College Street. The tour cost is $10 and includes a beverage.
Reservations are strongly suggested. Call 346-8376 between the hours of

Gravestones In Our Backyards

Walking around the Stockade today, few would
realize that a cemetery was once located on the lot between
Green and Front Streets. The cemetery belonged to the
Dutch Reformed Church and, as the first cemetery in
Schenectady, contained the city’s earliest citizens and old-
est gravestones. In the 1840’s the entire country experi-
enced a cultural transition in its view of death and burial,
known as the Rural Cemetery Movement. This movement
led away from intercity burial sites. Vale Cemetery, opened
in October of 1857, is Schenectady’s own rural cemetery,
conceived from these changing cultural perspectives. With
the opening of Vale cemetery, interment was stopped at all
of the graveyards that had formerly serviced the Stockade
community, including the Green Street cemetery.

In 1879 the decision was made to develop the area
that had once been reserved for the Dutch Reformed cem-
etery. A great effort was made to transport the stones from
Green Street to Vale. However, with such a large undertak-
ing, many stones did not find their way into the cemetery.
Today there are roughly 430 stones located in the Dutch
Reformed section of Vale, just inside the State Street
entrance. Many other stones were removed from the Green
Street cemetery by families to their private plots purchased
in Vale. And many of the stones never made it to Vale.
Many of them can be found today in the gardens and walks

9:30 to 11:30am or after 1pm. You just might get spooked!

- Heather Cunningham

of Stockade homes. Four such stones can be found at #48
Washington Avenue, and seem to have been used to rein-
force the terraced lawn of the property. Other stones were
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used to decorate garden paths, as can be seen in the gar-
den at #3 Front Street. Whether stones such as those found
in the gardens of the Marshall’'s and Ms. Johnson were sto-
len or discarded for scrap is unknown. Many of the stones
still are unaccounted for, and it may be impossible to find
them all.

Heather Cunningham is a Union College graduate,
Class of 2008, and was a summer intern at the Schenectady
County Historical Society.



Over the Fence

- Gloria Kishton

Schenectady Heritage Foundation News
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The good summer weather was conducive to pres-
ervation work in the Stockade!

First Presbyterian Church is completing “Phase 1”
of their stained glass project - restoring an 1880’s opales-
cent stained glass window dedicated to the Ellis and
Schermerhorn families. Cohoes Design Glass, recently
relocated to the former Holy Cross Church, is performing
the $87,500 restoration. The Foundation wrote a letter of
support for the Church’s application to the Environmental
Protection Fund, seeking a grant to help fund the restoration
of other stained glass windows in the sanctuary. First Pres
also plans to reconstruct their Union Street sidewalk. Next
year, the parish will celebrate their 250th anniversary. And
a big “Welcome!” to their new pastor, Larry and his wife
Betty!

Tom Killeen made substantial progress on the res-
toration of 221 Green St. Essentially building a “house
within a house” to stabilize the structure, the home now has
a new roof, reconnected utilities, and reconstructed mason-
ry walls. This fall, look for the restored front entrance. Kudos
to Tom for working so hard on the restoration, with the help
of a $25,000 grant from the Foundation!

The southeast corner of the Stockade saw major
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improvement over the summer. Robert Werner made tre-
mendous progress on his restoration of 5 N. College St. His
work has made a positive difference, with another neighbor
planning to repaint their house in historic colors. The
reopening of the Van Dyck Restaurant and improvements
made there by the new owners, the McDonald family, have
further enhanced the area. This fall, at the Stockade
Gateway (corner of Erie Blvd. and Union Street) the
Foundation plans to partner with the Stockade Association
to replant several trees that have died since the Gateway
was built a decade ago. Also, in the area, restoration of the
facade and roof of 218 Union St., a commercial building
owned by Paul LeFebvre, will begin, assisted by a matching
grant from Metroplex.

Many thanks to those who have supported
Schenectady Heritage Foundation this year with donations
or volunteering! To discuss the Foundation’s work, or other
opportunities for giving, please call me, Gloria Kishton,
Foundation Chair, at 377-1160. All donations fund historic
preservation, can be restricted to use in the Stockade area
only, and are, of course, tax deductible. Donations can be
sent to the Foundation at P.O. Box 1173, Schenectady, NY
12301-1173.
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Slick's Restanant & Tavern

FAMOUS FOR SANDWICHES SINCE 1974

127 SOUTH FERRY STREET
SCHENECTADY, N.Y. 12305
(518) 370-0026
BARBARA & MICHAEL NAUMOFF
Mary D’Alessandro

Associate Broker
mdalessandro@prudentialmanor.com

# Prudential

Manor Homes, REALTORS®
2331 Troy Schenectady Rd.

Niskayuna, NY 12309

Office 518 388-9111 Ext 408
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Fax 518 372-1986 Cell 518 334-3687 e A
& Anindependently owned and operated member of Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, PCA
209 Union Street

Schenectady, NY 12305

(in the historic Stockade District)

Wo
8:15 AM. Contemporary
11:00 AM. Traditional

Phone: 518-374-4546
Fax: 518-374-2505

6:00 PM. Informal Email: fpcsrmin@nycap.rr.com
(7:00 PM. in July & August) Website: www. 1stpreschurch.org
Wednesday Evening

6:00 Family Dinner (Sept.-May)
7:00 Prayer Meeting
Youth groups

You are abiays weloome!

The market is outdoors for the summer!

Sundays 10am-2pm
Around City Hall
Fresh produce, meat, eggs,

baked goods, prepared foods,
artisanal wares and more.
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Find an updated calendar, parking
map, vendor Info and more at
www.schenectadygreenmarket,org.







