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2011 Schenectady Colonial Festival - February 4-13

The Stockade at the Center of Attention!

With coordination through the City of Schenectady
Heritage Area Schenectady/Nijkerk Council, the Community
Archaeology Program of Schenectady County Community
College, the Schenectady County Historical Society, the
Stockade Association and First Reformed Church of
Schenectady are several of the community organizations
planning the range of activities to take place during
Schenectady’s 2011 Colonial Festival.

Schenectady Town by Len Tantillo, 2005

Artist Len Tantillo, renowned for his vivid illustra-
tions of historic sites and themes throughout the Hudson
and Mohawk Valleys, will be a featured presence. Mr.
Tantillo will begin his participation in the Colonial Festival at
11:15am, Sunday, February 6, with a presentation at the
Heritage Sunday First Forum at First Reformed Church,
Assembly Hall/Poling Chapel. He will speak on how he rec-
reates historical scenes, specifically how he painted
Schenectady Town, View from Cowhorn Creek, circa 1690,
which has Schenectady’'s and that congregation’s first
church building at its center.

The next event with Tantillo will be at the Annual
Colonial Festival Dinner at the Glen Sanders Mansion,
Tuesday, February 8, the 321st anniversary of the 1690
Schenectady Massacre by the French and Indians.

At 4:00pm there will be a special opportunity to
meet and discuss with Len Tantillo ways Schenectady might
further develop its historical legacy. A showing of Tantillo’s
works, maps of early Schenectady, and the latest findings of
the Community Archaeology Program excavations in
Schenectady’s Stockade Historic District, will provide start-
ing points for conversation pursuing clarity on key facts (or
are they myths?) in Schenectady’s history.

A 6:00pm Social Hour will begin the Dinner.
Attendees may view an exhibit of works by Len Tantillo and
items mentioned above. Prints by Tantillo may be purchased
throughout the evening. Following a colonial themed dinner,
Tantillo will present a select grouping of his well-known his-
torical illustrations of life and places in early upstate New
York, Historical Painting: Schenectady Works and Others.

Combination tickets for Conversation with Tantillo
and the Colonial Festival Dinner begin at $60. Opportunities
for individual and corporate sponsorship are available.
Separate tickets are $20 for the pre-dinner event and $50
for the dinner. Proceeds will support the annual exchange
program of the Schenectady/Nijkerk Council and our com-
munity interest in furthering the history of the founding of
Schenectady. (continued on page 3)
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Neighborhood News

Stockade website:

Steve Boese, Recording Secretary

www.historicstockade.com

Stockade Association November Board
Meeting Summary
The Stockade Association Board met on November 2, 2010,
7:00pm at the First Reformed Church.

Standing Committee Reports

* Finance - no report

» Historic Preservation and Zoning - no report. Jessica
Gerlarden volunteered to chair this Committee

* Infrastructure Maintenance - no report

* Membership - Carol DeLaMarter, on behalf of George
Marshall, presented the report. As of Oct. 24, we have 62
members. We expect that the membership will continue to
grow through the year.

* Events - Carol provided a written report summarizing
events activities for 2010 and looking forward to next year.
Carol made a motion that the Stockade Association provide
$300 to the Schenectady Colonial Society for the cost of
Len Tantillo to speak at their upcoming dinner event. Diane
seconded the motion. Steve Boese requested that the
Association provide information to the membership regard-
ing this event. The motion was approved. Carol also stated
that we now need a Chair for the Walkabout Committee.

* Nominating - Carol stated that the Committee is looking
to recruit candidates to fill Board vacancies.

* Garden Group - no report.

» Committee of Safety - Beverly Elander reported that
Sylvie Briber volunteered to purchase CFL light bulbs to be
handed out for free to Stockade neighbors at the November
general membership meeting. Neighbors will be encour-
aged to use these bulbs (which cost very little to light) on
their front and back porches and entryways in order to help
illuminate the neighborhood at night. Beverly reported that
Linda M, with help of Valerie Ackerman has drafted a letter
to neighborhood landlord regarding reported problems at
that residence. She received a response and has developed
a good rapport with the building owner. The letter could be
used as a model for other similar situations. Beverly also
noted that the Stockade Association will be assisting in the
Stockade-athon for the first time in a long time. The
Association will support the Stockade-athon by providing
volunteers to assist with managing traffic at four sites where
the streets will be closed. Beverly, Linda M., and Jessica
have already volunteered.
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Old Business

At the September General Membership meeting, Jack
McDonald raised certain concerns about Quality of Life
issues in the neighborhood and volunteered to assist the
Association in working to address these concerns. Mary and
Jack are now working on organizing a meeting to discuss
next steps.

New Business

At its most recent meeting, the Stockade general member-
ship approved a proposal to support reuse of the Gillette
House as a breakfast/bagel shop. Mary stated that this
statement of support did not address a possible drive-thru
window, an element of this proposal that has generated
some neighborhood discussion recently. Mary further noted
that the Stockade Association statement is only a statement
of support, and that approval of the project will require a use
variance by the City Zoning Board. Mary emphasized that
any concerned neighbor may address the Zoning Board
regarding this proposal.

Stockade Association General Meeting
Thursday, November 18, 2010
Members present joined Gary McCarthy, President,
Schenectady City Council in a discussion about what City
Council members learned about problem properties and
how some of these issues are being addressed. City’s goal
is to stabilize and protect neighborhoods in order to create
value and add to tax rolls. Police and codes need to be
directed at problem properties and tenants. Recognizes
need for new landlords to learn how to be landlord and
avoid problems. Comments by group included use of Rental
Property Association, make it easier for property owners to
invest in historic properties and revisit burden of lead paint
abatement on good property stewards. President McCarthy
encourages neighborhood to work with problem properties
by trying positive approach to owners and incentives to
improve exteriors.
President McCarthy updated the group on Riverside park
proposal. No dock decision at this time but feels locating a
large dock as discussed in park inappropriate. A small craft
access for residents may be possible and locating larger
dock elsewhere (Gateway Landing) is still being discussed.
(continued on page 3)

Lunch, Dinner,
Live Entertainment

www.vandycklounge.com
237 Union Street
Schenectady, NY 12305
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